[Vice-Chancellor / Faculty Head Contact Details]

[ENVIRONMENT COLLECTIVE DETAILS]

RE: Submission for funding for Students of Sustainability Conference 2014
Dear [INSERT CONTACT],
The [INSERT UNI] Environment Collective is seeking funding to help students of the [INSERT UNIVERSITY] attend the 2014 Students of Sustainability conference in Canberra in July.

What is Students of Sustainability?

The Students of Sustainability (SoS) Conference is one of the most inspirational and productive of the mid-year university student conferences. It plays an instrumental role in informing participants on a variety of environmental and social justice issues and providing a support network for students focused on these issues around Australia. It is organised by the Australian Student Environment Network (ASEN), a national network of students active on environmental justice issues. It is a not-for-profit, student-run coalition of 37 environment collectives around the country. More information about ASEN can be found at www.asen.org.au 

The SoS Conference is the longest running and largest student conference in Australia. The inaugural conference was held in 1991 at the Australian National University in Canberra. [Information about when SOS was held at your university or state] This year the conference will be once again held at the Australian National University from the 1st to the 5th of July.

[Information about how many sudents attended from your university in the past few years]. This year we hope to have similar numbers attending. 

Benefit to Students
The SoS Conference attracts students from a wide variety of faculties and schools in the University. Of those attending last year’s conference there were a number of students undertaking Environmental Management, Arts, Engineering, Economics, Science and Social Science degrees.

We believe the Conference gives students an important experience that contributes positively to their overall education. In fact, many beneficial graduate attributes can be augmented by the conference, including ethical and social understanding, communication, creativity and critical judgement. These values parallel the innovative and high-quality teaching that the [INSERT YOUR UNIVERSITY] encourages. [YOU COULD INSERT INFORMATION RELEVANT TO YOUR UNIVERSITY'S STUDENT OUTCOME POLICIES IN THIS SECTION]

Attending SoS in 2014 will be an excellent opportunity for students to network, and gain an understanding of the broad range of issues pertaining to environmental sustainability and social justice that are incorporated into the event. 

Details of the Conference
This year’s Conference will be held over the semester break from July 1st to 5th at the Australian National University, Canberra.

The conference will provide some of the following events:

· A variety of workshops facilitated by conference participants and guest speakers;

· Time for students from different states to convene to discuss pertinent campaigns; 

· A variety of both international and nationally renowned guest speakers; and

· Opportunity to share our own skills with other participants.

It is the goal of [INSERT COLLECTIVE NAME] to provide the opportunity for as many students as possible to attend SoS. We are presently canvassing interest for the conference but based on the already enthusiastic response we have received and last year’s figures we are expecting up to [NUMBER OF STUDENTS FROM UNI] to attend.

Promotion of the University/Faculty
The [University/Faculty] will have the opportunity to promote its involvement in the funding of the [YOUR STATE] contingent to the conference by the addition of the University logo to flyers and advertisements, which will be distributed widely around campus. On our return a report and photos can also be produced for the [University/Faculty] newsletter.

Our Request

[We are seeking $7300 to help subsidise the approx $150 registration fee and $215 return train tickets for each student. CHANGE FOR YOUR UNI] To help achieve this goal we are asking all faculties to give $150 for every student that attends from their faculty. The total we receive will contribute to all students wishing to attend.  

We are accessing funding to subsidise participation in the event through a variety of means from bake sales to organising live music events. Our efforts are many, and varied; we aim to facilitate the attendance of as many passionate students as possible to this conference, regardless of obstacle.

[YOUR UNI] students have a long history of participating in this important annual event and it is our intention to make the contingent in 2014 one of the largest yet. We hope you will consider supporting this very valuable event. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. Your prompt response is appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

[YOUR DETAILS]
